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This MOA coordinates HHS, DOI, and DOJ efforts in order to reduce duplication, improve
efficiency, and target joint outcomes that improve the health and well-being of Ind

Background

Congress has found and declared that ““the . vderal Government has a historical
relationship and unique legal and moral responsibility to Indian tribes and their
members;” that “included in this responsibility is the treaty, statutory, and historical
obligation to assist the Indian tribes in meeting the health and social needs of their
members;” and that alcohol and substance misuse are “the most severe health and social
problem([s] facir Indian tribes and [their members]” 25 U.S.C. § 2401 (1), (2), & (3). In
a 2014 National Survey on Drug Use and Health - ort, the rate of substance dependence
or misuse among persons aged 12 or older was higher among American Indians or Alaska
Natives than any other population group. .* ong other issues, underage drinking
increases the risk of suicide and homicide, physical and sexual assault, using and
misusing other drugs, and is a risk factor for heavy drinking later in life.

Authority for MOA

The Indian Health Care Improvement Act as permanently reauthorized under Sec 110221
of the Affordable Care Act (P.L. 111-148) and the Indian Alcohol and Substance Abuse
Prevention and Treatment Act (1 le IV, Subtitle C of Public Law 99-570), as amended by
Section 241 ot ..tle IT of the TLOA of 2010 (P.L. 111-211).

Policy

It is the policy of IS, DOI, and DOJ that all activities undertaken pursuant to this MOA,
shall be done in a manner that is least disruptive to tribal control. All new activities
undertaken pursuant to this MOA shall supplement, not supplant, ongoing activities and
programs. The Secretary of HHS. the Secretary of the Interior, and the Attorney General,
acting through their respective departments, shall implement this MOA in cooperation
with Indian tribes.

Coordination of Efforts

The federal partners identified in JHCIA and ASAPTA (HHS, DOI, and DOIJ) oversee
programs, including prevention and treatment programs, that respond to the consequences
of substance (including alcohol and drugs) misuse and substance use disorders and their
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to align, leverage, and coordinate federal efforts ' resources at multiple levels within the
applicable partner departments to effectuate more comprehensive prevention, treatment,
and recovery services and programs for American Indian and *'-ska Native individuals,
families, and communities.

HHS, DOI, and DO, as applicable, shall coordinate existing alcohol and substance use,
child abuse and neglect, and family violence programs and resources. HHS, DOI, and
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MOA 1s requested and permitted by law, the parties to this MOA will provide notice to
collaborating agencices, through the Coordinating Committee, prior to disclosure. This
MOA docs not contemplate the use or disclosure of alcohol or drug use disorder treatn ¢
patient records. except as expressly permitted by law.

XIII. Limitations

Nothing in this MOA constitutes an obligation of funds by any of the parties or an
authorization 1o engage in activitics that arc inconsistent with applicable law or pc cy.
Similarly. nothing in this MOA restricts or otherwisc limits departments from engaging
in activities that are otherwise consister  with applicable law or policy.

In addi n. nothing in this MOA creates or conveys any rights or potcntial causes of
action to any person, federally recognized Indian tribe, or other entity that may be
affected by this MOA. All activities and projects initiated or implemented as a result of
this MOA are subject to the availability of a; -opriated funds. Nothing in this MOA
precludes the signatories from entering into interdepartmental agreements for services.
Under this MOA. no transfer of funds or full-time equivalency 1s required between
federal partner departments.

XIV.  Approval by Signatories
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