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Crisis #1: National Overdose Deaths 

• Drug overdose deaths 
have increased 
dramatically in15 years 

• After a period of 
leveling, new increases 
in 2019 and 2020 

• COVID-19 has had a 
profound impact on the 
ongoing opioid 
epidemic 

◦ Increased rates of 
drug use and 
overdose 

◦ Challenges to 
treatment, patients 
and communities Percentage change in 12-months on all 

fatal drug overdoses ending August 2020 

National Public Health Emergency declared in 2017



25+ HEAL Research 

Programs 

Prevention – Basic & 

Translational Research – 

Clinical Trials – 

Implementation Science 

12 NIH ICs leading studies 

20 NIH ICs collaborating on studies 

Trans-NIH governance structure 

The Response: 
$500 million/year Sustained 

Research Investment 

Partnerships across government, 

communities, and the private sector 

heal.nih.gov 





Problem: Many patients do not stay on 
medication-based treatment long 
enough to achieve long-term recovery 

• HEAL Research: Develop novel, longer-
lasting and innovative treatments 
◦ Immunotherapies to prevent relapse and 

overdose 

◦ Extended-release formulations 

◦ Medications to reduce drug cravings



Problem: Many people with opioid use 
disorder do not receive appropriate 
treatment 

• HEAL Research: Develop new 
interventions and test integration 
into community, justice and 
emergency settings where people 
come seeking help



Upcoming Events 

• May 17 – Second Annual HEAL Initiative Investigator 
Meeting 

• HEAL Idea Exchange – open until June 1, 2021 

◦ Visit: 

Pain Consortium Quarterly Meeting – March 23, 2021

https://nih-heal.ideascalegov.com/ 

https://nih-heal.ideascalegov.com/
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Open Now …. 

More to Come…



9

www.heal.nih.gov #NIHhealInitiative

http://www.heal.nih.gov
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