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News  
 
Trump Administration Issues Second Round of Sweeping Changes to Support U.S. Healthcare System 
During COVID-19 Pandemic 
 
At President Trump’s direction, and building on its recent historic efforts to help the U.S. healthcare system 
manage the 2019 Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, on April 30, 2020, the Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services, issued another round of sweeping regulatory waivers and rule changes to deliver expanded 
care to the nation’s seniors and provide flexibility to the healthcare system as America reopens. These 
changes include making it easier for Medicare and Medicaid beneficiaries to get tested for COVID-19 and 
continuing CMS’s efforts to further expand beneficiaries’ access to telehealth services. 
 
Full press release 
 
 
New and Expanded Flexibilities for Rural Health Clinics (RHCs) and Federally Qualified Health Centers 
(FQHCs) During the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency (PHE) MLN Matters Article 
 
A revised MLN Matters Special Edition Article SE20016 on New and Expanded Flexibilities for Rural Health 
Clinics (RHCs) and Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs) During the COVID-19 Public Health 
Emergency (PHE) is available. Learn new information on billing for distant site telehealth services during the 
COVID-19 PHE, including: 

• New telehealth services that can be provided by RHCs and FQHCs, including audio only telephone 
evaluation and management services 

• Revised bed count methodology for determining the exemption to the RHC payment limit for provider-
based RHCs 

 
 
New Frequently Asked Questions on EMTALA 
 
CMS issued Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) clarifying requirements and considerations for hospitals and 
other providers related to the Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor Act (EMTALA) during the COVID-19 
pandemic. The FAQs address questions around patient presentation to the emergency department, EMTALA 
applicability across facility types, qualified medical professionals, medical screening exams, patient transfer 
and stabilization, telehealth, and other topics. 
 

https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-issues-second-round-sweeping-changes-support-us-healthcare-system-during-covid-0
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/se20016.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/se20016.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/se20016.pdf


Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 

 

 

 
Like the newsletter? Have suggestions? Please let us know! 

 
Subscribe to MLN Connects. Previous issues are available in the archive. 

This newsletter is current as of the issue date. View the complete disclaimer. 
 

Follow the MLN on Twitter #CMSMLN, and visit us on YouTube. 
 

The Medicare Learning Network®, MLN Connects®, and MLN Matters® are registered trademarks of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). 

 

https://www.cms.gov/medicareprovider-enrollment-and-certificationsurveycertificationgeninfopolicy-and-memos-states-and/emergency-medical-treatment-and-labor-act-emtala-requirements-and-implications-related-covid19
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2020MLNConnectsFeedback
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Outreach/FFSProvPartProg/Electronic-Mailing-Lists.html
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Outreach/FFSProvPartProg/Provider-Partnership-Email-Archive.html
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/MLN-Product-Disclaimer.html
https://twitter.com/CMSGov
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLaV7m2-zFKpihHxb4AiWNjbsIUUKCGljK

	News
	Trump Administration Issues Second Round of Sweeping Changes to Support U.S. Healthcare System During COVID-19 Pandemic
	New and Expanded Flexibilities for Rural Health Clinics (RHCs) and Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs) During the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency (PHE) MLN Matters Article
	New Frequently Asked Questions on EMTALA





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		20200430_special_edition.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 3



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 2



		Passed: 27



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Skipped		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Needs manual check		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

