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A
Academic library: An academic library is the 
library for a degree-granting institution of 
higher education. It provides all of the follow-
ing: (1) an organized collection of printed or 
other materials or a combination thereof; (2) 
a staff trained to provide and interpret such 
materials; (3) an established schedule in which 
services of the staff are available; and (4) the 
physical facilities necessary to support such a 
collection, staff, and schedule.

Achievement levels: Achievement levels, which 
are set through a National Assessment Govern-
ing Board process, defi ne what students should 
know and be able to do at different levels of 
performance. In the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP), the achievement 
levels are Basic, Profi cient, and Advanced. The 
defi nitions of these levels, which apply across 
all grades and subject areas, are as follows: 

Basic: This level denotes partial mastery of pre-
requisite knowledge and skills that are funda-
mental for profi cient work at each grade. 

Profi cient: This level represents solid academic 
performance for each grade assessed. Students 
reaching this level have demonstrated compe-
tency over challenging subject matter, including 
subject-matter knowledge, application of such 
knowledge to real-world situations, and ana-
lytical skills appropriate to the subject matter. 

Advanced: This level signifi es superior perfor-
mance.

Allocated time: Allocated time refers to the 
total number of hours per year a student is 
required to attend school. Allocated time can 
then be divided into instructional and nonin-
structional time. (See Instructional time and 
Noninstructional time.)

Appropriations (institutional revenues): An 
amount (other than a grant or contract) re-

ceived from or made available to an institution 
through an act of a legislative body.

Associate’s degree: A degree granted for the 
successful completion of a subbaccalaureate 
program of studies, usually requiring at least 
2 years (or the equivalent) of full-time college-
level study. 

B
Bachelor’s degree: A degree granted for the suc-
cessful completion of a baccalaureate program 
of studies, usually requiring at least 4 years 
(or the equivalent) of full-time college-level 
study. 

C
Cohort: A group of persons who share one 
or more particular statistical or demographic 
characteristics, such as having received their 
bachelor’s degree in a certain year or range 
of years.

Combined schools: A combined school has one 
or more of grades K–6 and one or more of 
grades 9–12. For example, schools with grades 
K–12, 6–9, or 1–12 are classifi ed as combined 
schools.

Community college: A commonly used term 
for a public 2-year institution, which provides 
2-year programs that lead to a certifi cate or 
an associate’s degree or that fulfi ll part of the 
requirements for a bachelor’s degree or higher 
at a 4-year institution. 

Conservative Christian school: A school with 
membership in at least one of the following four 
associations: Accelerated Christian Education, 
American Association of Christian Schools, As-
sociation of Christian Schools International, 
or Oral Roberts University Education Fellow-
ship.

Constant dollars: Dollar amounts that have 
been adjusted by means of price and cost 
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indexes to eliminate infl ationary factors and 
allow direct comparison across years.

Consumer price index (CPI): This price index 
measures the average change in the cost of 
a fi xed-market basket of goods and services 
purchased by consumers.

D
Derive meaning from text: A reading skill 
measured in the Early Childhood Longitudinal 
Study, Kindergarten Class of 1998 (ECLS–K). 
An example of this reading skill is using back-
ground knowledge combined with sentence 
cues to understand the use of homonyms.

Diocesan school: A private Catholic school 
serving students in one or more grades K–12 
that is the domain of a bishop.

Dropout: The term is used to describe both the 
event of leaving school before graduating and 
the status of an individual who is not in school 
and who is not a graduate. Transferring from a 
public school to a private school, for example, 
is not regarded as a dropout event. A person 
who drops out of school may later return and 
graduate but is called a “dropout” at the time 
he or she left school. At the time the person re-
turns to school, he or she is called a “stopout.” 
Measures to describe these often complicated 
behaviors include the event dropout rate (or 
the closely related school persistence rate), 
the status dropout rate, and the high school 
completion rate. (See Status dropout rate.)

E
Education specialist degree: A post-master’s 
degree that focuses on the study of applied in-
struction, administration, counseling, and cur-
riculum development. Some Ed.S. degrees offer 
specialization in areas such as early childhood 
education, health and physical education, edu-
cational leadership, and special education.

Educational attainment: The highest level of 
schooling attended and completed.

Elementary school: An elementary/secondary 
school with one or more grades of K–6 that 
does not have any grade higher than grade 8. 
For example, schools with grades K–6, 1–3, or 
6–8 are classifi ed as elementary. 

Elementary/secondary school: As reported in 
this publication, elementary/secondary schools 
include regular schools (i.e., schools that are 
part of state and local school systems and 
private elementary/secondary schools, both 
religiously affi liated and nonsectarian); alterna-
tive schools; vocational education schools; and 
special education schools. Schools not reported 
here include subcollegiate departments of 
postsecondary institutions, residential schools 
for exceptional children, federal schools for 
American Indians or Alaska Natives, and fed-
eral schools on military posts and other federal 
installations.

Employment status: The employment status of 
civilian, noninstitutionalized individuals in the 
population is indicated by whether they are in 
the labor force or not. If they are employed 
either full time or part time or unemployed but 
looking for work they are in the labor force; 
otherwise, they are not.

End-of-course examination: End-of-course 
examinations are taken to meet curriculum 
standards.

English as a Second Language (ESL) programs: 
Programs that provide intensive instruction in 
English for students with limited English pro-
fi ciency.

Exit examination: A state-defi ned test, or series 
of tests, which students must pass in order to 
graduate from high school. The examination 
and all of its components are established by the 
state and vary greatly. End-of-course examina-

Continued
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tions are taken to meet curriculum standards; 
minimum competency examinations assess 
baseline knowledge; and standards-based 
examinations are aligned with state-adopted 
requirements at a particular grade level.

Extended response: Extended-response ques-
tions are open-ended questions that allow stu-
dents to provide detailed written answers to 
questions. The length of a written response may 
vary from a short phrase or list to a multipage 
composition written to respond to a specifi c 
writing prompt.

F
Four-year institution: Denotes a postsecondary 
institution that can award a bachelor’s degree 
or higher.

Free lunch eligibles: (See National school lunch 
program.)

Full-time worker: One who is employed for 35 
or more hours per week, including paid leave 
for illness, vacation, and holidays. Hours may 
be reported either for a survey reference week 
or for the previous calendar year, in which case 
they refer to the usual hours worked.

G
GED certifi cate: (See High school equivalency 
certifi cate.)

GED recipient: A person who has obtained cer-
tifi cation of high school equivalency by meeting 
state requirements and passing an approved 
exam, which is intended to provide an appraisal 
of the person’s achievement or performance in 
the broad subject matter areas usually required 
for high school graduation.

Gross domestic product (GDP): Gross national 
product less net property income from abroad. 
Both gross national product (GNP) and gross 
domestic product (GDP) aggregate only the in-
comes of residents of a nation, corporate and 

individual, derived directly from the current 
production of goods and services by individu-
als, businesses, and government, gross private 
domestic investment in infrastructure, and to-
tal exports of goods and services. The goods 
and services included are largely those bought 
for fi nal use (excluding illegal transactions) in 
the market economy. A number of inclusions, 
however, represent imputed values, the most 
important of which is rental value of owner-
occupied housing.

H
High school: A secondary school offering the 
fi nal years of high school study necessary for 
graduation, usually including grades 10, 11, 
and 12 (in a 6-3-3 plan) or grades 9, 10, 11, 
and 12 (in a 6-2-4 plan).

High school completion: An individual has 
completed high school if he or she has been 
awarded a high school diploma or an equiva-
lent credential, including a General Educational 
Development (GED) credential.

High school diploma: A formal document 
regulated by the state certifying the successful 
completion of a prescribed secondary school 
program of studies. In some states or communi-
ties, high school diplomas are differentiated by 
type, such as an academic diploma, a general 
diploma, or a vocational diploma.

High school equivalency certifi cate: A formal 
document certifying that an individual has 
met the state requirements for high school 
graduation equivalency by obtaining satis-
factory scores on an approved examination 
and meeting other performance requirements 
(if any) set by a state education agency or 
other appropriate body. One particular ver-
sion of this certifi cate is the GED. The GED 
(General Educational Development) test is a 
comprehensive test used primarily to appraise 
the educational development of students who 

Continued
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have not completed their formal high school 
education and who may earn a high school 
equivalency certifi cate through achieving satis-
factory scores. GEDs are awarded by the states 
or other agencies, and the test is developed and 
distributed by the GED Testing Service of the 
American Council on Education.

Homeschool: Students are considered to be 
homeschooled if (1) they are ages 5–17 in a 
grade equivalent to at least kindergarten and no 
higher than 12th grade; (2) their parents report 
them as being schooled at home instead of at a 
public or private school for at least part of their 
education; and (3) their part-time enrollment 
in public or private schools does not exceed 25 
hours a week. Students who are schooled at 
home only because of a temporary illness are 
not considered to be homeschooled students.

I
Industrialized country: A country with a market 
economy comprising a signifi cant portion of 
world production and trade markets. 

Instructional time: Instructional time refers to 
the portion of the school day that is allocated 
to instruction. (See also Allocated time and 
Noninstructional time.)

Interpreting beyond text: A reading skill mea-
sured in the Early Childhood Longitudinal 
Study, Kindergarten Class of 1998 (ECLS–K). 
An example of this reading skill is making con-
nections between problems in a narrative and 
similar life problems.

L
Language minority students: Students for 
whom English is not their primary home lan-
guage and who may or may not be able to speak 
English very well.

Limited-English-profi cient: The term limited-
English-profi cient, when used with respect to 

an individual, means an individual who is en-
rolled or preparing to enroll in an elementary 
school or secondary school, who was not born 
in the United States or whose native language 
is a language other than English or who comes 
from an environment where a language other 
than English has had a signifi cant impact on 
the individual’s level of English language pro-
fi ciency, or who is migratory, whose native 
language is a language other than English, 
and who comes from an environment where a 
language other than English is dominant, and   
whose diffi culties in speaking, reading, writing, 
or understanding the English language may be 
suffi cient to deny the individual the ability to 
meet the state’s profi cient level of achievement 
on state assessments as specifi ed under the No 
Child Left Behind Act, the ability to success-
fully achieve in classrooms where the language 
of instruction is English, or the opportunity to 
participate fully in society.

Literal inference: A reading skill measured 
in the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, 
Kindergarten Class of 1998 (ECLS–K). An 
example of this reading skill is recognizing the 
comparison being made in a simile.

M
Mathematics literacy: An individual’s capac-
ity to identify and understand the role that 
mathematics plays in the world, to make well-
founded judgments, and to use and engage with 
mathematics in ways that meet the needs of that 
individual’s life as a constructive, concerned, 
and refl ective citizen.

Median: The median is a measure of central 
tendency on a scale indicating where a popu-
lation is centered. The median of the popula-
tion is the point on the scale that divides the 
population in half. Half of the population will 
have values that are equal to or larger than 
the median, and half will have values that are 
smaller than the median.

Continued
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Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA): A geo-
graphic entity designated by the federal Offi ce 
of Management and Budget for use by federal 
statistical agencies. A metropolitan statistical 
area (MSA) is a metropolitan area (MA) that 
is not closely associated with another MA. An 
MSA consists of one or more counties, except 
in New England, where MSAs are defi ned in 
terms of county subdivisions (primarily cities 
and towns). (See also supplemental note 1.)

Middle school: A separately organized and 
administered school between the elementary 
and senior high schools. When called a “junior 
high school,” a middle school usually includes 
grades 7, 8, and 9 (in a 6-3-3 plan) or grades 
7 and 8 (in a 6-2-4 plan). In some districts, 
however, a middle school spans grades 5 to 8 
or grades 6 to 8. 

Minimum competency examination: Minimum 
competency examinations assess baseline 
knowledge.

Multiple choice: Multiple-choice questions 
ask students to identify one or more correct 
answers from a list of possible responses. 

N
National school lunch program: Established 
by President Truman in 1946, the program 
is a federally assisted meal program operated 
in public and private nonprofi t schools and 
residential child care centers. To be eligible, 
a student must be from a household with an 
income at 185 percent of the poverty level for 
reduced-price lunch or 130 percent of the pov-
erty level for free lunch.

Nonfatal crime: Crimes, whether theft, violent 
crimes, or serious violent crimes, without fa-
talities.

Noninstructional time: Noninstructional time 
refers to the portion of the school day allocated 

to such activities as lunch, recess, school assem-
blies, and other nonclassroom activities. (See 
allocated time and instructional time.)

Nonsectarian school: A private school whose 
curriculum and operation are independent of 
religious orientation and infl uence in all but 
incidental ways.

O
Ordinality and sequence: As used in the Early 
Childhood Longitudinal Study, Kindergarten 
Class of 1998 (ECLS–K), this mathematics skill 
is an understanding of the relative position of 
objects.

Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD): The OECD is an orga-
nization of 30 nations (as of 2002) whose pur-
pose is to promote trade and economic growth 
in both member and nonmember nations. 
OECD’s activities cover almost all aspects of 
economic and social policy. The current mem-
ber countries include Australia, Austria, Bel-
gium, Canada, the Czech Republic, Denmark, 
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, 
Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Korea, Luxem-
bourg, Mexico, the Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovak Republic, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States.

P
Parochial school: A private Catholic school 
serving students in one or more grades K–12 
that is the domain of a local church parish.

Place value: As used in the Early Childhood 
Longitudinal Study, Kindergarten Class of 1998 
(ECLS–K), this mathematics skill involves dem-
onstrating an understanding of place value in 
integers to the hundreds place.

Prekindergarten: Public preprimary education 
for children ages 3–4 (ages 3–5 in some states) 

Continued
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who have not yet entered kindergarten. It may 
offer a program of general education or special 
education and, in some states, may be part of 
a collaborative effort with Head Start. Private 
preprimary educational programs are typically 
referred to as “center-based programs.” 

Private school or institution: A school or in-
stitution that is controlled by an individual or 
agency other than a state, a subdivision of a 
state, or the federal government; that is usu-
ally not supported primarily by public funds; 
and that is not operated by publicly elected or 
appointed offi cials.

Problem solving: An individual’s capacity to use 
cognitive processes to confront and resolve real, 
cross-disciplinary situations where the solution 
is not immediately obvious, and where the lit-
eracy domains or curricular areas that might 
be applicable are not within a single domain 
of mathematics, science, or reading.

Property tax: The sum of money collected from 
a tax levied against the value of property.

Public charter school: A public charter school 
is a publicly funded school that, in accordance 
with an enabling statute, has been granted a 
charter exempting it from selected state or local 
rules and regulations. A public charter school 
may be a newly created school or it may previ-
ously have been a public or private school. In 
return for funding and autonomy, the charter 
school must meet accountability standards. A 
school’s charter is reviewed (typically every 3 
to 5 years) and can be revoked if guidelines on 
curriculum and management are not followed 
or the standards are not met. (See also Public 
school.)

Public school: An institution that provides edu-
cational services for at least one of grades 1–12 
(or comparable ungraded levels), has one or 
more teachers to give instruction, is located in 
one or more buildings, receives public funds as 
primary support, and is operated by an educa-

tion or chartering agency. Public schools include 
regular, special education, vocational/technical, 
alternative, and public charter schools. They 
also include schools in juvenile detention 
centers, schools located on military bases and 
operated by the Department of Defense, and 
Bureau of Indian Affairs-funded schools oper-
ated by local public school districts.

R
Rate and measurement: As used in the Early 
Childhood Longitudinal Study, Kindergarten 
Class of 1998 (ECLS–K), this mathematics skill 
involves using rate and measurement to solve 
word problems.

Religious private school: A school with a des-
ignated religious orientation or purpose, which 
is not supported primarily by public funds. It 
must provide instruction for one or more of 
grades K–12 (or comparable ungraded levels) 
and have one or more teachers. Organizations 
or institutions that provide support for home-
schooling but do not offer classroom instruc-
tion for students are not included.

Revenues from federal sources: Revenues from 
federal sources include direct grants-in-aid from 
the federal government; federal grants-in-aid 
through the state or an intermediate agency; 
and other revenue, in lieu of taxes that would 
have accrued had the tax base been subject to 
taxation.

Revenues from local sources: Revenues from  
local sources include revenues from a local edu-
cation agency (LEA), including taxes levied or 
assessed by an LEA; revenues from a local gov-
ernment to the LEA; tuition received; transpor-
tation fees; earnings on investments from LEA 
holdings; net revenues from food services (gross 
receipts less gross expenditures); net revenues 
from student activities (gross receipts less gross 
expenditures); and other revenues (textbook 
sales, donations, property rentals).

Continued
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Revenues from state sources: Revenues from 
state sources include revenues from an agency 
of state government including those that can be 
used without restriction, those for categorical 
purposes, and revenues in lieu of taxation.

S
School district: An education agency at the lo-
cal level that exists primarily to operate public 
schools or to contract for public school services. 
Synonyms are “local basic administrative unit” 
and “local education agency.”

Score: Scores are scale scores, generally es-
timated using Item Response Theory (IRT) 
by modeling the probability of answering a 
question in a certain way as a mathematical 
function of profi ciency or skill. A set scale is cre-
ated (e.g., 0–500 on the National Assessment 
of Educational Progress), with a set median 
and standard deviation. The results on the as-
sessment are then related to the median of the 
scale such that almost all results are within two 
standard deviations of the median.

Secondary school: An elementary/secondary 
school with one or more of grades 7–12 that 
does not have any grade lower than grade 7. 
For example, schools with grades 9–12, 7–9, 
10–12, or 7–8 are classifi ed as secondary.

Serious violent crime: Rape, sexual assault, 
robbery, or aggravated assault.

Short-written answer: Short-written answer is a 
subcategory of extended response. The answer 
can be a word, a phrase, or a sentence or two. 
(See Extended response.)

Sight words: As used in the Early Childhood 
Longitudinal Study, Kindergarten Class of 1998 
(ECLS–K), this reading skill is one in which 
the reader can recognize common words by 
sight.

Standard deviation: The standard deviation 
measures the spread of a set of data around 
the mean of the data. In a normal distribution, 
approximately 68 percent of scores fall within 
plus or minus one standard deviation of the 
mean, and 95 percent fall within plus or minus 
two standard deviations of the mean.

Standards-based examination: Standards-based 
examinations are aligned with curriculum con-
tent or student performance requirements that 
have been established by a state and/or local 
education agency at a particular grade.

Status dropout rate: The status dropout rate is 
a cumulative rate that estimates the proportion 
of young adults who are dropouts, regardless 
of when they dropped out. The numerator of 
the status dropout rate for any given year is 
the number of young adults ages 16–24 who, 
as of October of that year, had not completed 
high school and were not currently enrolled. 
The denominator is the total number of 16- to 
24-year-olds in October of that same year.

T
Tenure: The status that teachers or professors 
may be granted, after a trial period, to protect 
them from summary dismissal.

Two-year institution: Denotes a postsecond-
ary institution that does not confer bachelor’s 
degrees, but does provide 2-year programs that 
result in a certifi cate or an associate’s degree, 
or 2-year programs that fulfi ll part of the re-
quirements for a bachelor’s degree or higher at 
a 4-year institution.

V
Violent crime: Rape, sexual assault, robbery, 
aggravated assault, or simple assault.

Continued
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W
Writing prompt: A statement or group of 
statements about a specifi c topic, constructed 
to motivate students’ thoughts and elicit their 
best writing.

Continued
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Four-year institutions—continued
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Gender—continued
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Graduate degrees—continued
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Hispanics—continued
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high school, 2002:27, 2004:22

   mathematics performance through 
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Hong Kong—continued
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Income—continued
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SA8–SA9

Interest rates for student loans, 2004:38

Internal Revenue Service, 2004:38

International Association for the Evaluation 
of Educational Achievement (IEA), 2002:
15, 2003:16

International comparisons

   civic participation, 2003:16

   civic performance, 2002:15

   educational attainment, 2001:32

   expenditures for education, 2001:57, 2003:
40, 2004:36

   instructional activities in mathematics, 
2003:26

   instructional activities in 8th-grade science 
classes, 2004:23

   instructional hours, 2005:26

   mathematics literacy, 2005:13

   mathematics performance for 4th and 8th 
grade, 2005:11

   reading literacy, 2002:9, 2003:10

   science and mathematics, 2001:43, 2002:13

   science performance for 4th and 8th grade, 
2005:12

   transition to postsecondary education, 
2004:17

International Socioeconomic Index (ISEI), 
2002:9

Internet usage in education, 2001:39

   distance education, 2002:SA32, 2002:38 
(See also Distance education)

   used by faculty, 2001:48

Interpretation of text, 2005:8

Iran

   mathematics and science performance, 
2002:13

   mathematics performance for 4th and 8th 
grade, 2005:11

   reading literacy in, 2003:10

   science performance for 4th and 8th grade, 
2005:12

Ireland, 2002:9

   mathematics literacy, international com-
parisons, 2005:13

Index
Continued

Reference Numbers
This is a cumulative index for the 2001, 2002, 
2003, 2004, and 2005 print editions of The 
Condition of Education.

The year of publication appears in bold type.

Arabic numerals (e.g., 2, 3, 4) following the year 
refer to Indicator numbers.

For 2002–2005:

References beginning with “SA” (e.g., SA2, SA3, 
SA4) refer to page numbers in the Special 
Analyses.

For 2001:

Roman numerals (e.g., ii, iii, iv) refer to page 
numbers in the Essay.

(Please note that some indicators from 2001, 
2002, 2003, and 2004 may no longer appear in 
the Indicator List on The Condition of Education 
website and can only be found in the Print Edi-
tions [PDFs].)



Index

The Condition of Education 2005   |   Page 333   

Israel

   mathematics and science performance, 
2002:13

   mathematics performance for 4th and 8th 
grade, 2005:11

   reading literacy in, 2003:10

   science performance for 4th and 8th grade, 
2005:12

Italy, 2001:32

   civic performance, 2002:15

   mathematics and science performance, 
2002:13

   mathematics literacy, international com-
parisons, 2005:13

   mathematics performance for 4th and 8th 
grade, 2005:11

   reading literacy in, 2002:9, 2003:10

   science performance for 4th and 8th grade, 
2005:12

J
Japan, 2001:57

   educational attainment, 2001:32

   instructional activities in 8th-grade math-
ematics, 2003:26

   instructional activities in 8th-grade science 
classes, 2004:23

   mathematics literacy, international com-
parisons, 2005:13

   mathematics performance for 4th and 8th 
grade, 2005:11

   quality of mathematics lessons in, 2001:36

   reading literacy in, 2002:9

   science performance for 4th and 8th grade, 
2005:12
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Jordan—continued
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Kindergarten, 2001:8, 2001:9, 2001:37, 
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education

   Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, Kin-
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   enrollment, 2005:1

   entry and retention, 2005:18

   full-day vs. half-day, 2003:SA2, 2003:
SA7–SA11, 2003:SA12, 2004:3

   home activities of children entering, 2003:
36

   reading and mathematics profi ciency in, 
2003:9, 2005:8
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Labor market outcomes, 2001:xxxvii–xxxviii

Language spoken at home, 2003:2, 2003:4

   as risk factor, 2004:8, 2005:8

Latch-key children, 2001:53, 2004:33

Latinos. See Hispanics
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2005:12
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Learner outcomes. See Outcomes of educa-
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2005:6

Leave of absence from teaching, 2005:SA14

“Leavers” (teachers who left teaching), 2005:
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teachers

Lebanon
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2005:12

Leisure reading. See Reading
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Liberal arts, degrees in, 2003:33
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33
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   international comparisons, 2002:9
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   mathematics performance for 4th and 8th 
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42, 2004:38. See also Student loans

Local sources of revenues, 2002:43, 2003:41, 
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Mexico, 2001:57

   expenditures for education, 2002:41, 2003:
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   transition to postsecondary education, 
2004:17
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Northeastern region schools. See Regional 
distributions

Norway, 2001:57

   civic performance, 2002:15

   mathematics literacy, international com-
parisons, 2005:13

   mathematics performance for 4th and 8th 
grade, 2005:11

   reading literacy in, 2002:9, 2003:10

   science performance for 4th and 8th grade, 
2005:12

   transition to postsecondary education, 
2004:17

Nursery schools, 2001:1

Nurses, 2004:28

O
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